: 0KA CRISIS

DURING THE SUMMER OoF 1990, A T7-DAY | | MOHAWK WARRIORS CONFRONTED OVER
ARMED STANDOFF OCCURRED IN THE 2,000 QUEBEC PoticE A~vD H,500
MOHAWK TERRITORIES OF ' KAHNAWAK E CANADIAN SOLDIERS...

AND  KANEHSATAKE/OKA, NEAR MONTREAL.

MOHAWK TERRITORIES
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IN KANEHSATAKE, THE TowN OF OKA
HAD PLANNED TO EXPAND A GOLF COURSE
INTO ‘THE PINES' A smALL FORESTED
AREA CONTAINING A MOHAWK GRAVEYARD,
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IN 1989, MOHAWKS AND RESIDENTS OF OKA | [~ . 70 j = L4

BEGAN PROTESTS +PETITIONS To sToP iT... | [ 3 e 3 NillW==" " @ .

ON JUuLY 1L, 1990, OVER 100 HEAVILY-ARMED QUEBEC POLICE ATTACKED THE
MOHAWK BLOCKADE, SHOOTING TEAR-GAS + AUTOMATIC WEAPONS, MOHAWK WARRIORS
| RETURNED FIRE; in A BRIEF FIRE-FIGHT, ONE POLICE MAN WAS SHOT + KILLED...
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THE POLICE FLED , ABANDONING MANY
VEHICLES. THESE WERE WUSED ToO
8uiLp NEwWw BARRICADES., .
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AT NEARBY KAHNAWAKE, WARRIORS
SIEZED THE MERCIER BRIDGE A VITAL
COMMUTER LINK To MONTREAL...

HUNDREDS OF POLICE ARRIVED t SEALED IN KANEHSATAKE, WARRIORS FORTIFIED
OFF THE AREA; ADVISORS + EQUIPMENT THEIR PO3ITIONS; REINFORCEMENTS AND
FROM THE MILITARY WERE ALSO SENT...|| SUPPLIES WERE SMUGGLED IN...
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AS THE SIEGE WENT ON, WRITE MOBS FROM
NEARBY TOWNS BEGAN To RIOT. THEY
| PEMANDED PoOLICE RE-OPEN THE BRIDGE.
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AT KAHNAWAKE (POP. 7,000 ),ENTRANCES
WEBRE BARRICADED. FoOD, MEDICAL AID,
AND CoMmMUNICATIONS WERE ORGANIZED,

SEE You AT
THE MEETING! J>o
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ON AUGUST 20, THE CANADIAN ARMED

FORCEsS Took OVER FROM POLICE AT
BOTH KAHNAWAKE + KANEHSATAKE.
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[IN KAHNAWAKE, SOME MOHAWKS WANTED

[Ar KANEHSATAKE, WARRIORS RETREATED

OQuT. ON AUG. 28, AFTER BEING DELAYED
8Y PotICE, A ConvaY wAS ATTACKED 8Y
WHITE MOBS; THE POLICE DID NOTHING...
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As THE ARMY ADVANCED, ENDING UP IN
A TREATMENT CENTER BY SEPTEMBER,..

4,500 TROOPs WOULD BE DEPLOYED, WITH
LEOPARD TANKS, APC’'S, HELICOPTERS,
FIGHTER JTE&TS, ARTILLERY, AND NAVAL
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VESSELS IN THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER.

ON SEPTEMBER I8, SOLDIERS RAIDED TEKAKWITHA
ISLAND (OFF OF KAHNAWAKE), THEY SHOT TEAR
GAS + LIVE AMMO. AS MOHAWKS RESISTED...
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| THE SOLDIERS WERE LATER
'| EVACUATED BY HELICOPTERS...




ACROSs THE COUNTRY, NATIVE PEOPLE
SHOWED THEIR SOLIDARITY WITH THE
MOHAWKS THRU PROTESTS, OCCUPATIONS,
ROAD + RAIL BLOCKADES, + SABOTAGE
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/N BC + ALBERTA, RAIL WAY BRIDGES
WERE Des'moYED 8Y FIRE...
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IN ONTARIO, 5 HYPRO-ELECTRIC TOWERS

WERE CUT DOwN BY SABOTEURS...
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"JF 1T UuSED FORCE To END THE SIEGE.

CANADA FACED AN INDIGENOUS UPRISING
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OKA SERVED TO REVITALIZE THE
WARRIOR SPIRIT OF INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES AND OUR WILL To RESIST.

/3:;’:2;;’25 ?OVERNMENT AND MEDIA
O THE WARRIORS As CRIMINAL
+ TERRORISTS, MANY SAW THEM AS >

HEROES DEFENDING THEIR PEOPLE...

ON SEPT. 26, THE LAST HOLD-OUTS AT
KANEHSA‘TAKE BURNED 'THEIR WEAPONS
AND WALKED ouT...

Mos-r WERE LATER FOUND NOT GUILTY
OF WEAPONS + RIOT CHARGES, THE OKA
GOLF COURSE WAS NEVER EXPANDED...

-THE END-



